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REGIONAL MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT — MOBILE BLACK SPOT PROGRAM 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.11 pm]: I would like to inform the house of 
Western Australia’s success in securing funding from the commonwealth government’s $100 million mobile 
black spot program. Mobile communications connectivity is fundamental to improving the productivity, 
competitive standing and wellbeing of regional WA. The state government, through its regional 
telecommunications plan, is contributing $32 million of the total $118 million investment being made in 
130 new or upgraded mobile base stations for Western Australia. The 130 sites are predominately focused on 
small communities and strategic locations in the southern half of the state, following on from the previous 
regional mobile communications project, which delivered 113 towers in small communities and along transport 
corridors, primarily in the north of the state. The 130 sites are in addition to the 23 sites announced in February 
under the regional telecommunications plan. Some of the highest priority areas include Salmon Holes, which has 
been the scene of numerous rock fishing incidents, while Mt Frankland West, in the south west, and 
Tindale Road, Plantagenet, in the great southern, are high priorities for emergency service organisations. In 
addition, the entire route from Minilya to Exmouth will be covered to promote public safety and tourism 
development and three towers will cover the length of the Ferguson Valley in the south west to improve 
community amenity and tourism. Most notably, more than 30 communities in the wheatbelt will receive 
coverage for the first time to boost economic development. This first project and the current $45 million regional 
telecommunications project brings the state government’s total investment in building phone towers in regional 
WA to $85 million since 2011, an investment that will result in the construction of 266 new or upgraded towers. 
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